PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6756

JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Interdisciplinary Reflection of Contemporary Society

© Kamla-Raj 2013 J Soc Sci, 36(2): 103-111 (2013)
PRINT: ISSN 0971-8923 ONLINE: ISSN 2456-6756 DOI: 10.31901/24566756.2013/36.02.01

New Staff Perceptions on an Academic Staff Induction
Programme at a South African University:
Lessons for Educational Development

Clever Ndebele

Centre for Higher Education Teaching and Learning, University of Venda, P. Bag X 5050,
Thohoyandou 0950, South Africa
Telephone: 0159628650, Cell: 0731720291, Fax: 0865119926,
E-mail clever.ndebele@univen.ac.za

KEYWORDS Integration. Interaction. Practical Knowledge. Theoretical Knowledge. Socialisation

ABSTRACT This study reports on the perceptions of new academic staff on a new staff induction programme at
a South African university. Using the descriptive survey design an evaluation instrument with semi-structured and
open-ended questions was administered to participants to collect data. For data analysis, emerging themes were
identified from the data using content analysis. The study concludes that the induction programme is of great value
to the University and its teaching staff, because it serves to inform new staff on good teaching practice and
connects the new staff to the needed resources to navigate administrative, financial, human resources and support
service responsibilities. The study recommends the issuing of a staff manual upon new staff arrival before induction
takes place, the appointment of mentors to work with new staff in their departments and a networking and
reflective forum for new staff to share experiences and practice .



